
Statement Regarding Governor Abbott’s Guidance 
for Houses of Worship During COVID 19 Crisis 

 
 

 
Northside Church of Christ is appreciative of the Governor’s office recognizing 
religious services as “essential” during this troubled time.  Ensuring that our 
constitutional and statutory rights are recognized and protected is an important part 
of his job. Thankfully, Northside as well as hundreds, if not thousands, of 
congregations across the state of Texas managed to find ways of meeting on the 
first day of the week without needlessly endangering ourselves or others.  
 
Governor Abbott has put forth the plan for reopening many businesses. This plan 
has very specific guidelines such as capacity limits and so on. These guidelines do 
not apply to houses of worship.  The Governor’s office has already put forth 
guidelines concerning religious services and houses of worship. 
 
Governor Abbott’s clarifications in regards to physically meeting services provide 
some food for thought for church leadership.  Here is a quick breakdown of what 
the clarifications specify. (Guidelines are in bold, Church response in normal font.) 
 

1.  Houses of worship provide essential services. 
a. Churches can provide religious services conducted in churches, 

congregations and houses of worship.  In localities where county or 
city ordinances state that churches are not essential, the 
Governor’s Executive Order GA 14 supersedes the local order. 

2.  Houses of worship must, whenever possible, conduct their activities 
from home or through remote audio or video services. 
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a. Northside’s current delivery method is recording a full service (Songs, 
Prayer, Communion and Sermon) each week and posting it to the web 
for all to access. 

b. This service is produced by a small group that practices social 
distancing during the recording each week. 

3. If a house of worship cannot conduct its activities remotely, then the 
White House and CDC guidelines still control in order to stop the spread 
of Coronavirus.  For Example: 

a. Instruct sick employees, volunteers and guests to stay home 
b. Practice social distancing by maintaining appropriate distance 

between people 
c. Maintain good hygiene by washing your hands frequently, using 

hand sanitizer, using your elbow to cover coughs, and not touching 
your face 

d. Clean and disinfect work areas frequently 
e. Northside can provide services remotely bypassing many, if not all, of 

the above guidelines. 
4. For a  community that is experiencing moderate to substantial spread, 

the CDC recommends a reduction of activities in coordination with local 
health officials, possibly smaller gatherings incorporating 
social-distancing measures, cancelation of activities with 10 or more 
people when high-risk populations attend in person (including those over 
65 and those with underlying medical conditions…) 

a. Many of our members fall into this high risk population category 
putting them at risk of exposure. 

 
In deference to the information referenced above, Northside Church of Christ 
leadership has made the decision to continue to provide services remotely for the 
time being.   This decision will be reviewed on a week by week basis with 
information sent to members by phone/text, facebook, and the church website. 
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Our utmost goal is the shepherding of our congregations spiritual lives. We look 
forward to the time when we can all meet together safely.  Fortunately, in this time 
of uncertainty, we are reminded yet again that the church is not the building, but it 
is the people. Please continue to pray for each other and continue to offer assistance 
when it’s needed. 
 
Feel free to reach out to any of the leadership should you have any questions, 
comments, and/or suggestions as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters. 
 
In Him, 
Northside Church of Christ 
 
Phil Bancale, Elder 
Chris Borland, Elder 
Nelson Moore, Elder 
Charlie Scott, Elder 
Eric Wharton, Elder 
Karl Helpert, Deacon 
Randy Eubank, Deacon 
Joe Saucedo, Deacon  
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